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Hello  folks.  Well  I  Bragged  a  little  too  soon  on  Washington 
weather  in  my  talk  yesterday  for  it  is  raining  today,  But  I  heard  a  roBin 
singing  this  morning  and  the  pussy  willow  Buds  are  Bursting  and  the  frogs 
are  croaking  so  it  will  not  Be  many  days  until  the  sun  will  come  smiling 
through  and  we  will  all  Be  out,  in  our  gardens.' 

Following  what  I  had  to  say  yesterday  aBout  growing  fruit  for 
home  use  I  want  to  remind  you  folks  who  have  Bearing  orchards  or  even 
a  few  fruit  trees  aBout  your  homes  that  there  are  certain  things  that 
must  Be  attended  to  if  you  may  hope  for  any  good  fruit.  For  example  there 
is  the  matter  of  pruning  which  should  Be  attended  to  Before  the  growth 
starts.  Bearing  apple  trees  may  not  require,  much  pruning  except  perhaps 
to  thin  out  the  centers  a  little  and  head  Back  any  long  Branches  also  to 
remove  water  sprouts  from  the  centers  of  the  trees.  Pear  trees  should 
only  have  the  sprouts  removed  from  their  trunks  and  dead  wood  removed. 
Cherries  and  plums  require  merely  a  little  thinning  if  anything  at  all 
But  peaches  require  rather  heavy  thinning  of  the. Branches  and  especially 
last  years  growth  in  order  to  prevent  the  setting  of  more  peaches  than 
the  tree  can  carry. 

It  is  futile  to  attempt  to  grow  good  fruit  for  either  home  use  or 
for  the  market  without  Being  prepared  to  carry  out  the  necessary-  spray 
schedule  for  the  control  of  diseases  and  insects.  The  spray  schedule 
varies  in  the  different  parts  of  the  country  But  includes  the  winter  or 
dormant  sprays  for  the  control  of  scale  insects,  this  to  Be  followed 
By  a  definite  schedule  of  spring  and  summer  sprays.  Your  county  agri¬ 
cultural  agent  is  the  man  to  see  aBout  this  spray  schedule  and  the  ma¬ 
terials  to  Be  used.  The  first  of  these  sprays  should  go  on  your  apple 
trees  just  as  the  Buds  show  the  first  signs  of  pink,  But  your  county  agent 
will  tell  you  aBout  that. 

Now  there  is  another  way  that  you  can  help  your  apple,  peach,  plum 
and  cherry  trees  get  off  to  a  good  start  this  spring,  and  that  is  By 
giving  them  a  little  readily  available  nitrogen  Before  the  Buds  start. 
Nitrate  of  soda  and  sulphate  of  ammonia  are  most  commonly  used  for  this 
purpose  and  the  amount  will  vary  from  2  or  3  pounds  for  an  apple  tree 
that  is  less  than  ten  years  old  up  to  8  or  10  pounds  for  a  large  tree  that 
is  20  to  30  years  old.  Peach,  plum  and  cherry  trees  are  usually  given 
2  1/2  or  3  pounds  per  tree.  But  never  apply  any  of  this  nitrate  to  your  pear 
trees  Because  it  has  a  tendency  to  cause  them  to  Blight.  The  nitrate 
salt  can  Be  secured  from  the  fertilizer  dealers  and  should  Be  scattered 
Broadcast  under  the  trees  and  extending  about  three  feet  Beyond  the  tips 
of  the  Branches  where  the  feeding  rootlets  are  located.  It  should  Be 
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put  on  alDOut  two  weeks  before  the  trees  "blossom.  The  first  light  shower, 
or  even  a  heavy  dew,  will  dissolve  the  nitrate  and  it  will  go  into  the 
soil  where  it  will  "be  pumped  into  the  tree  along  with  the  first  flow  of 
sap.  The  result  will  he  a  stronger  and  better  set  of  fruit  and  anfine, 
well  colored  lot  of  leaves  on  the  trees  later. 

A  little  nitrate  of  soda  or  sulphate  of  ammonia  applied  to  your 
strawberry  bed  and  along  the  rows  of  raspberries,  blackberries  or  dew¬ 
berries  will  hasten  their  growth  in  the  spring  but  be  careful  that  you 
do,  not  put  on  too  much  and  avoid  allowing  any  lumps  to  fall  or  remain 
near  the  base  of  the  plants.  These  nitrate  salts  are  so  strong  that 
they  are  liable  to  burn  the  plants  if  too  much  is  applied. 

So  much  for  the  fruit  garden  and  now  for  a  few  suggestions  about 
the  flower  garden.  The  pruning  and  spring  fertilizing  of  your  roses 
is  important  right  now  for  many  of  you.  Roses  require  pruning  and  the 
main  pruning  should  be  given  before  growth  starts.  In  case  any  of  you 
northern  folks  have  your  roses  put  up  in  straw  or  other  protection  from 
the  cold  I  would  advise  you  to  go  a  little  slowly  about  taking  the  cov¬ 
ering  off.  Examine  the  plants  every  few  days  and  remove  the  cover  about 
the  time  the  buds  begin  to  sv/ell.  Rash  roses  should  be  cut  back  rather 
severely  if  you  want  long  stems  and  large  flowers.  In  case  you  want  a  lot 
of  flowers  for  outdoor  effect  then  I  should  not  prune  so  closely.  I  cut 
my  bush  roses  to  within  about  8  or  10  inches  of  the  ground  each  spring  so 
as  to  get  a  new  growth  and  roses  that  are  suitable  for  cutting.  All  dead 
or  winterkilled  wood  should  of  course  be  removed.  It  pays  to  have  the 
pruning  shears  sharp  so  that  you  can  make  clean  cuts  and  not  crush  or  bruise 
the  stems.  Just  as  soon  as  the  roses  are  pruned  they  should  be  given  a 
thorough  spraying  with  bordeaux  mixture  or  if  there  are  any  scale  insects 
on  the  stems  they  should  be  sprayed  with  lime- sulphur  solution  before  the 
buds  start.  You  folks  who  are  located  in  the  south  where  the  roses  are 
already  in  leaf  and  bloom  are  safe  in  using  the  bordeaux  mixture  but  not 
the  lime- sulphur . 


